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CHAPTER 56.

An Act to facilitate and regulate the supply of Klectricity A.D. 1ss2.

for Lighting and other purposes in Great Britain and
Ireland. [18th August 1882.]

E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Electric Short title.
Lighting Act, 1882.

2. The provisions of this Act shall apply to every local authority, Application
company, or person who may by this Act or any license or pro- of Act,
visional order granted under this Act, or by any special Act to be
hereafter passed, be authorised to supply electricity within any area
(in this Act referred to as “the undertakers ) and to every under-
taking so authorised, except so far as may be expressly provided
by any such special Act; and every such license, provisional order,
and special Act, is in this Act included in the expression “license,
order, or special Act.”

3. The Board of Trade may from time to time license any local Granting of
authority as defined by this Act, or any company or person, to SSEEZ:?sing
supply electricity under this Act for any public or private purposes the supply of
within any area, subject to the following provisions : electricity.

(1.) The consent of every local authority having jurisdiction

within the area or any part of the area within which a supply
is licensed to be furnished shall be required to the application
for a license, which consent such local authority is hereby
authorised to give, with such conditions (if any) as, subject to
the approval of the Board of Trade, the local authority may
prescribe :

(2.) A license shall be for any period not exceeding seven years,

but may, at or after the expiration of such license, be renewed
[Public.~56.] A2 1
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A.D. 1882, from time to time for a like period with such consent as above
T mentioned upon such terms and conditions as the Board of
Trade may determine :

(3.) “Public purposes” shall mean lighting any street or any
place belonging to or subject to the control of the local autho-
rity, or any church or Iegistered place of public worship, or
any hall or building belonging to or subject to the control
of any public authority, or any public theatre, but shall not
include any other purpose to which electricity may be applied :

(4.) “Private purposes” shall include any purposes whatever to
which electricity may for the time being be applicable, not
being public purposes, except the transmission of any telegram :

(5.) Every local authority, company, or person applying for a
license shall publish notice of their application by public
advertisement in such manner and including such particulars
as the Board of Trade may from time to time direct or approve ;
and such license shall not be granted by the Board of Trade
until after the expiration of a period of three months from the
date of the first publication of such advertisement, nor until
opportunity has been given to all parties interested to make
representations or objections to the Board of Trade Wlth
reference to the application : ,

(6.) No application for a license shall be made by any local
authority except in pursuance of a resolution to be passed at
a special meeting of the local authority, and such special
meeting shall only be held after one month’s previous notice
of the same and of the purpose thereof has been given in the
manner in which notices of meetings of such local authority
are usually given:

(7.) A. license may, sub]ect to the provisions of this Act, be
granted to a local authority authorising them to supply
electricity within any area although the same or some part
thereof may not be included within their own district :

(8.) The license may make such regulations as to the limits
within which and the conditions under which a supply of
electricity is to be compulsory or permissive, and for enforcing
the performance by the licensees of their duties in relation to
such supply, and for the revocation of the license where the
licensees fail to perform such duties, and generally may contain
such regulations and conditions as the Board of Irade may
think expedlent

(9.) Where in any area or part of an area in which any under-
takers are authorised to supply electricity under any license
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the undertakers are not themselves the local authority, the
license may contain any provisions and restrictions for
enabling the local authority within whose jurisdiction such
area or part of an area may be to exercise any of the powers
of the Undertakers under this Act with respect to the breaking
up of any street repairable by such local authority within such
area or part of an area, and the alteration of the position of
any pipes or wires being under such street, and not being
the pipes or wires of the Undertakers, on behalf and at the
expense of the Undertakers, and for limiting the powers and
liabilities of the Undertakers in relation thereto, which the
‘Board of Trade may think expedient. '

4. The Board of Trade may, from time to time, by provisional
order authorise any local authority, company, or person to supply
electricity for any public or private purposes within any area,
without requiring such consents as are required to the granting a
license under this Act, and for such period, whether limited or un-
limited, as the Board of Trade may think proper, but in all other
respects subject to the like provisions as in the last section contained
with respect to licenses, and subject also to the following
provisions :—

(1.) No provisional order shall authorise the supply of electricity
by any undertakers within the district of any local authority
(not being themselves the undertakers), unless notice that
such provisional order has been or is intended to be applied
for has been given to such local authority by the applicants in
such manner as the Board of Trade may direct or approve on
or before the first day of July in the year in which such
application is made ; provided that in the case of any applica-
tion made during the present year such notice shall he deemed
to have been given in due time if the same is given within
one month after the passing of this Act :

(2.) The Board of Trade may submit to Parliament for confirma-
tion any provisional order granted by it in pursuance of this
Act, but any such order shall be of no force unless and until
1t 1s confirmed by Act of Parliament :

(3.) If, while the Bill confirming any such order is pending in
either House of Parliament, a petition is presented against any
order comprised therein, the Bill, so far as it relates to such
order, may be referred to a Select Committee, and the petitioner
shall be allowed to appear and oppose as in the case of private
Bills :
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(4.) Any Act confirming any provisional order granted in pursu-
ance of this Act may, on the application of the undertakers
thereby authorised to supply electricity, be repealed, altered,
or amended by any subsequent provisional order granted by the
Board of Trade and confirmed by Parliament.

5. The Board of Trade may from time to time make, and when
made may rescind, alter, or repeal rules in relation to the applications
for licenses or provisional orders, and to the payments to be made
in respect thereof, and to the publication of notices and advertise-
ments, and the manner in which and the time within which
representations or objections with reference to any application are
to be made, and to the holding of local inquiries in such cases as
they may think it advisable, and to any other matters arising under
this Act.

Any rules made in pursuance of this section shall be deemed to
be within the powers conferred by this Act, and shall be of the
same force as if enacted in this Act, and shall be judicially noticed.

Any rules made in pursuance of this section shall be laid before
Parliament within three weeks after they are made if Parliament
be then sitting, and if Parliament be not then sitting, within three
weeks after the beginning of the next session of Parliament.

6. The undertakers shall be subject to such regulations and
conditions as may be inserted in any license, order, or special Act
affecting their undertaking with regard to the following matters :

(a.) The limits within which and the conditions under which
a supply of electricity is to be compulsory or permissive ;

(b.) The securing a regular and efficient supply of electricity ;

(c.) The securing the safety of the public from personal injury,
or from fire or otherwise ;

(d.) The limitation of the prices to be charged in respect of the
supply of electricity ;

(e.) The authorising inspection and inquiry from time to time
by the Board of Trade and the local authority ;

(f.) The enforcement of the due performance of the duties of the
undertakers in relation to the supply of electricity by the
imposition of penalties or otherwise, and the revocation of
the license, order, or special Act where the undertakers have,
in the opinion of the Board of Trade, practically failed to
carry the powers granted to them into effect within a reason-
able time, or discontinued the exercise of such powers; and

(g.) Generally with regard to any other matters in connexion
with the undertakings.
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Provided always, that the Board of Trade may, from time to time,
make such regulations as they may think expedient for securing the
safety of the public from personal injury or from fire or otherwise,
and may from time to time amend or repeal any regulations which
may be contained in any such license, order, or special Act in
relation thereto; and any regulations so made or amended by the
Board of Trade shall, from and after the date thereof, have the like
effect in every respect as though they had been originally inserted
in the license, order, or special Act authorising the undertaking,
and every regulation so repealed shall, from and after the date
thereof, be repealed accordingly, but such repeal shall not affect any
liability or penalty incurred in respect thereof prior to the date of
such repeal or any proceeding or remedy which might have been
had in relation thereto.

Any local authority within any part of whose district electricity
is authorised to be supplied under any license, order, or special Act
may, in addition to any regulations which may be made under the
preceding provisions of this section for securing the safety of the
public,.from time to time make, rescind, alter, or repeal byelaws for
further securing such safety; and there may be annexed to any
breach of such byelaws such penalties to be recovered in a summary
manner as they may think necessary : Provided always, that no such
byelaws shall have any force or effect unless and until they have
been confirmed by the Board of Trade and published in such manner
as the Board of Trade may direct.

7. Any expenses incurred by a local authority under this Act,
and not otherwise provided for, including any expenses incurred in
connexion with the obtaining by thém, or any opposition to the
obtaining by any other local authority, company, or person, of any
license, order, or special Act under this Act, may be defrayed out
of the local rate as defined in the schedule to this Act, and the local
authority may from time to time cause such rates to be levied as
may be necessary for the purpose of defraying such expenses;
provided that where such local authority is a rural sanitary authority
such expenses shall be deemed to be special expenses Wlthm the

meaning of the Public Health Act, 1875.

8. A local authority authorised to supply electricity by any
license, order, or special Act may from time to time borrow
money on such security, with such consent and subject to
such provisions and restrictions with respect to borrowing
and the repayment of loans, as are in the schedule to this Act

in that behalf mentioned, and the money so borrowed shall be
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A.D. 1882. deemed to be borrowed under the enactments subject to the
"— provisions and restrictions of which it is borrowed, and the
accounts of all receipts and expenditure by the local authority
in pursuance of this Act, or any license, order, or special Act, shall
be subject to such audit as 4s in the said schedule in that behalf
mentioned : Provided always, that any moneys borrowed under
this section by the local authority of any district to which the Local
38 & 39 Viet. Loans Act, 1875, extends, may, if it is thought fit, be borrowed in
c. 83. manner provided by that Act; and in the construction of the said
Act for the purposes of this Act the expression “ prescribed ”’ means
prescribed by any conditions imposed by the authority whose con-

sent is required to borrowing under this section.

Where any local authority is authorised by any Act to raise any
money which they may be empowered to borrow for certain purposes
by the issue of corporation or other stock, any money which a local
authority may be authorised to borrow under this section may, if
it is thought fit, be raised by them by the issue of such stock as
aforesaid.

This section shall not apply to the mayor, commonalty, and
citizens of the city of London or to the Metropolitan Board of
Works, except in so far as the Metropolitan Board of Works may
be concerned in the borrowing of any money by any vestry or
district board.

Accounts. 9. The undertakers shall on or before the twenty-fifth day of March
in every year fill up an annual statement of accounts of the under-
taking made up to the thirty-first day of December then next
preceding ; and such statement shall be in such form and shall
contain such particulars and shall be published in such manner as
may from time to time be prescribed in that behalf by the Board of
Trade.

The undertakers shall keep copies of such annual statement at
their office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not
exceeding one shilling a copy.

In case the undertakers make default in complying with the
provisions of this section, they shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding forty shillings for each day during which such default
continues

General 10. The undertakers may, subject to and in accordance with the
powers of  provigions and restrictions of this Act, and of any rules made by
undertakers Q. ‘ . . <

under license the Board of Trade in pursuance of this Act, and of any license,
or Iﬂﬂl)vi-d order, or special Act authorising or affecting their undertaking, and
sional o€l for the purpose of supplying electricity, acquire such lands by agree-
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ment, construct such works, acquire such licenses for the use of any
patented or protected processes, inventions, machinery, apparatus,
methods, materials, or other things, enter into such contracts, and
generally do all such acts and things as may be necessary and
incidental to such supply.

11. Any local authority who have obtained a license, order, or
special Act for the supply of electricity, may contract with any
company or person for the execution and maintenance of any works
needed for the purposes of such supply, or for the supply of
electricity within any area mentioned in such license, order, or
special Act, or in any part of such area; but no local authority,
company, or person shall by any contract or assignment transfer
to any other company or person or divest themselves of any legal
powers given to them, or any legal liabilities imposed on them by
this Act, or by any license, order, or special Act, without the
consent of the Board of Trade.

12. The provisions of the following Acts shall be incorporated
with this Act; that is to say,

(1.) The Land Clauses Acts, except the enactments with respect
to the purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by agree-
ment, and except the enactments with respect to the entry
upon lands by the promoters of the undertaking ; and

(2.) The provisions of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847, with
respect to breaking up streets for the purpose of laying pipes,
and with respect to waste or misuse of the gas or injury to
the pipes and other works, except so much thereof as relates
to the use of any burner other than such as has been provided
or approved of by the undertakers; and

(3.) Sections thirty-eight to forty-two inclusive, and sections
forty-five and forty-six, of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871.

For the purposes of this Act, in the construction of all the

enactments incorporated by this section ‘‘the special Act’”

means this Act inclusive of any license, order, or special Act ;
and the ‘‘promoters” or ‘‘undertakers,” and “the under-
taking,” as the case may be, mean the undertakers and the
undertaking respectively under this Act.

In the construction of the said Lands Clauses Acts, “land ”’
includes easements in or relating to lands.

In the construction of the said Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847,
and the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871, the said Acts shall be
construed as if “ gas” meant “electricity,” and as if ‘ pipe”
meant electric line, and “ works” meant “works” as defined
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by this Act, and as if “the limits of the special Act” meant
the area within which the undertakers are authorised to supply
electricity under any license, order, or special Act.

All offences, forfeitures, penalties, and damages under the said
incorporated provisions of the said Acts or any of them may be
prosecuted and may be recovered in manner by the said Acts
respectively enacted in relation thereto, provided that sums recover-
able under the provisions of section forty of the Gasworks Clauses
Act, 1871, shall not be recovered as penalties, but may be recovered
summarily as civil debts.

13. Nothing in this Act or in any Act incorporated therewith shall
authorise or empower the undertakers to break up any street which
is not repairable by such local authority, or any railway or tramway,
without the consent of the authority, company, or person by whom
such street, railway, or tramway is repairable, unless in pursuance
of special powers in that behalf inserted in the license, order, or
special Act, or with the written consent of the Board of Trade, and
the Board of Trade shall not in any case insert any such special
powers in any license or provisional order, or give any such consent
until notice has been given to such authority, company, or person,
by advertisement or otherwise, as the Board of Trade may direct,
and an opportunity has been given to such authority, company, or
person to state any objections they may have thereto.

14. Notwithstanding anything in this Act or in any Act incor-
porated therewith, the undertakers shall not be authorised to place
any eléctric line above ground, along, over, or across any street,
without the express consent of the local authority, and the local
authority may require the undertakers to forthwith remove any
electric line placed by them contrary to the provisions of this
section, or may themselves remove the same, and recover the
expenses of such removal from the undertakers in a summary
manner ; and where any electric line has been placed above ground
by the undertakers in any position, a court of summary jurisdiction,
upon complaint made, if they are of opinion that such electric line
is or is likely to become dangerous to the public safety, may, not-
withstanding any such consent as aforesaid, make an order directing
and authorising the removal of such electric line by such person
and upon such terms as they may think fit.

15. Subject to the provisions of this Act and of the license, order,
or special Act authorising them to supply electricity, and to any
byelaws made under this Act, the undertakers may alter the position
of any pipes or wires being under any street or place authorised
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to be broken up by them which may interfere with the exercise of
their powers under this Act on previously making or securing such
compensation to the owners of such pipes or wires, and on com-
plying with such conditions as to the mode of making such altera-
tions as may before the commencement of such alterations be
agreed upon between the undertakers and owners, or in case of
difference as may be determined in manner prescribed by the
license or provisional order authorising the undertakefs to supply
electricity,- or where no such manner is prescribed as may be
determined by arbitration, and any local or other public authority,
company, or person may in like manner alter the position of any
electric lines or works of the undertakers, being under any such
street or place as aforesaid, which may interfere with the lawful
exercise of any powers vested in such local or other public authority,
company, or person in relation to such street or place, subject to the
like provisions, conditions, and restrictions as are in this section
contained with reference to the alteration of the position of any
pipes or wires by the undertakers.

16. If at any time after the undertakers have placed any works
under, in, upon, over, along or across any canal, any person having
power to construct docks, basins or other works upon any land
adjoining to or near such canal, constructs any dock, basin or work
on such land, but is prevented by the works of the undertakers from
forming a communication for the convenient passage of vessels with
or without masts between such dock, basin or other work, and such
canal ; or if the business of such dock, basin or other work is inter-
fered with by reason or in consequence of any such works of the
undertakers, then the undertakers at the request of such person,
and on having reasonable facilities afforded them by him for placing
works round such dock, basin or other work, under, in, upon, over,
along or across land belonging to or under his control, shall remove
and place their work accordingly. If any dispute arises between
the undertakers and such person as to the facilities to be afforded
to the undertakers, or as to the direction in which the works are to
be placed, it shall be determined by-arbitration.

17. In the exercise of the powers in relation to the execution of
works given them under this Act, or any license, order, or special
Act, the undertakers shall cause as little detriment and incon-
venience and do as little damage as may be, and shall make full
compensation to all bodies and persons interested for all damage
sustained by them by reason or in consequence of the exercise of
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such powers, the amount and application of such compensation in
case of difference to be determined by arbitration.

18. The undertakers shall not be entitled to prescribe any
special form of lamp or burner to be used by any company or person,
or in any way to control or interfere with the manner in which
electricity supplied by them under this Act, and any license, order,
or special Act is used: Provided always that no local authority,
company, or person shall be at liberty to use any form of lamp or
burner or to use the electricity supplied to them for any purposes,
or to deal with it in any manner so as to unduly or improperly
interfere with the supply of electricity supplied to any other local
authority, company, or person by the undertakers, and if any dispute
or difference arises between the undertakers and any local authority,
company, or person entitled to be supplied with electricity under this
Act, or any license, order, or special Act, as to the matters aforesaid,
such dispute or difference shall he determined by arhitration.

19. Where a supply of electricity is provided in any part of an
area for private purposes, then, except in so far as is otherwise
provided by the terms of the license, order, or special Act authorising
such supply, every company or person within that part of the area
shall, on application, be entitled to a supply on the same terms on
which any other company or person in such part of the area is
entitled under similar circumstances to a corresponding supply.

20. The undertakers shall not, in making any agreements for a
supply of electricity, show any undue preference to any local
authority, company, or person, but, save as aforesaid, they may make
such charges for the supply of electricity, as may be agreed upon,
not exceeding the limits of price imposed by or in pursuance of the
license, order, or special Act authorising them to supply electricity.

21. If any local authority, company, or person neglect to pay:
any charge for electricity or any other sum due from them to the
undertakers in respect of the supply of electricity to such local =
authority, company, or person, the undertakers may cut off such
supply, and for that purpose may cut or disconnect any electric
line or other work through which electricity may be supplied, and
may, until such charge or other sum, together with any expenses
incurred by the undertakers in cutting off such supply of eleciricity
as aforesaid, are fully paid, but no longer, discontinue the supply of
electricity to such local authority, company, or person.

22. Any person who unlawfully and maliciously cuis or injures any

electric line or work with intent to cut off any supply of electricity
10
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shall be guilty of felony, and be liable to be kept in penal servitude
for any term not exceeding five years, or to be imprisoned with or
without hard labour for any term not exceeding two years; but
nothing in this section shall exempt a person from any proceeding
for any offence which is punishable under any other provision of
this Act, or under any other Act, or at common law, so that no
person be punished twice for the same offence.

23. Any person who maliciously or fraudulently abstracts, causes
to be wasted or diverted, consumes, or uses any electricity shall be
guilty of simple larceny and punishable accordingly.

24. Any officer appointed by the undertakers may at all
reasonable times enter any premises to which electricity is or has
been supplied by the undertakers, in order to inspect the electric
lines, meters, accumulators, fittings, works, and apparatus for the
supply of electricity belonging to the undertakers, and for the
purpose of ascertaining the quantity of electricity consumed or
supplied, or where a supply of electricity is no longer required, or
where the undertakers are authorised to take away and cut off the
supply of electricity from any premises, for the purpose of removing
any electric lines, accumulators, fittings, works, or apparatus
belonging to the undertakers, repairing all damage caused by such
entry, inspection, or removal.

25. Where any electric lines, meters, accumulators, fittings,
works, or apparatus belonging to the undertakers are placed in‘or
upon any premises not being in the possession of the undertakers
for the purpose of supplying electricity under this Act, or any
license, order, or special Act, such electric lines, meters, accumu-
lators, fittings, works, or apparatus shall not be subject to distress
or to the landlord’s remedy for rent of the premises where the
same may be, nor to be taken in execution under any process of
a court of law or equity, or any proceedings in bankruptcy against
the person in whose possession the same may be. "

26. No alteration in any telegraph line of the Postmaster-General
shall be made by the undertakers except subject to the provisions of
the Telegraph Act, 1878.

The undertakers shall not in the exercise of the powers.conferred
by this Act, or by any license, order, or special Act, lay down any
electric line or do any other work for the supply of electricity
whereby any telegraphic line of the Postmaster-General is or may
be injuriously affected, and before any such electric line is laid down

or work is done within ten yards of any part of a telegraphic line
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A.D. 1882, of the Postmaster-General (other than repairs or the laying of
- connexions with mains where the direction of the electric lines so
laid down crosses the line of the Postmaster-Geeneral at right angles

at the point of shortest distance and continues the same for a
distance of six feet on each side of such point) the undertakers or

their agents not more than twenty-eight nor less than seven clear

days before commencing such work shall give written notice to the
Postmaster-General specifying the course and nature of the work,
including the gauge of any electric lines, and the undertakers and

their agents shall conform with such reasonable requirements either
general or special as may from time to time be made by the Post-
master-General for the purpose of preventing any telegraphs of the
Postmaster-Geeneral from being injuriously affected by the said work.

Any difference which arises between the Postmaster-General
and the undertakers or their agents with respect to any require-
ments so made, shall be determined by arbitration.

In the event of any contravention of or wilful non-compliance
with this section by the undertakers or their agents the under-
takers shall be liable to a fine not exceeding ten pounds for every
day during which such contravention or non-compliance continues,
or, if the telegraphic communication is wilfully interrupted, not
exceeding fifty pounds -for every day on which such interruption
continues.

Provided that nothing in this section shall subject the under-
takers or their agents to a fine under this section, if they satisfy the
court having cognizance of the case that the immediate execution
of the work was required to avoid an accident, or otherwise was a
work of emergency, and that they forthwith served on the post-
master or sub-postmaster of the postal telegraph office nearest to
the place where the work was done a notice of the execution thereof,
stating the reason for executing the same without previous notice.

For the purposes of this section a telegraphic line of the
Postmaster-General shall be deemed to be injuriously affected by a
work if telegraphic communication by means of such line is, whether
through induction or otherwise, in any manner affected by such
work, or by any use made of such work.

For the purposes of this section, and subject as therein provided,
sections two, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, and twelve of the
Telegraph Act, 1878, shall be deemed to be incorporated with this
Act, as if the undertakers were undertakers within the meaning
of those sections, without prejudice nevertheless to any operation
which the other sections of the said Act would have had if this
section had not been enacted.
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27. Where any undertakers are authorised by a provisional
order or special Act to supply electricity within any area, any local
authority within whose jurisdiction such area or any part thereof is
situated may, within six months after the expiration of a period of
twenty-one years, or such shorter period as is specified in that
behalf in the application for the provisional order or in the
special Act, from the date of the passing of the Act confirming
such provisional order, or of such special Act, and within six months
after the expiration of every subsequent period of seven years
or such shorter period as is specified in that behalf in the appli-
cation for the provisional order or in the special Act, by notice
in writing require such undertakers to sell, and thereupon such
undertakers shall sell to them their undertaking, or so much of
the same as is within such jurisdiction, upon terms of paying the
then value of all lands, buildings, works, materials, and plant of
such undertakers suitable to and used by them for the purposes of
their undertaking within such jurisdiction, such value to be in
case of difference determined by arbitration: Provided that the
value of such lands, buildings, works, materials, and plant shall be
deemed to be their fair market value at the time of the purchase,
due regard being had to the nature and then condition of such
buildings, works, materials, and plant, and to the state of repair
thereof, and the suitability of the same to the purposes of the
undertaking, and, where a part only of the undertaking is pur-
chased, to any loss occasioned by severance; but without any
addition in respect of compulsory purchase or of goodwill or of any
profits which may or might have been or be made from the under-
taking, or of any similar considerations. The Board of Trade may
determine any other questions which may arise in relation to such
purchase, and may fix the date from which such purchase is to take
effect, and from and after the date so fixed, or such other date as
may be agreed upon between the parties, all lands, buildings, works,
materials, and plant so purchased as aforesaid shall vest in the local
authority which has made the purchase, freed from any debts,
mortgages, or similar obligations of such undertakers or attaching
to the undertaking, and the powers of such undertakers in relation
to the supply of electricity under this Act or such provisional order
or special Act as aforesaid within such area or part thereof as
aforesaid shall absolutely cease and determine, and shall vest in the
local authority aforesaid.

28. Where any matter is by this Act, or any license, order, or
special Act, directed to be determined by arbitration, such matter

shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, be determined by an
13
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engineer or other fit person to be nominated as arbitrator by the

Board of Trade on the application of either party, and the expenses

of the arbitration shall be borne and paid as the arbitrator directs.
Any license or provisional order granted under this Act shall be

deemed to be a special Act within the meaning of the Board of
Trade Arbitrations, &c., Act, 1874.

29. Where a supply of electricity is authorised in any area by
any license, order, or special Act, and a supply of gas by any gas
undertakers is also authorised within such area or any part thereof
by any provisional order or special Act under the provisions of
which such gas undertakers are under any general or limited
obligation to supply gas upon demand, the Board of T'rade may, upon
the application of such gas undertakers, inquire into the circum-
stances of the case, and if they are satisfied that any specified part
of such area is sufficiently supplied with electric light, and that the
supply of gas in such specified part has ceased to be remunerative
to the gas undertakers, and that it is just that such gas undertakers
should be relieved from the obligation to supply gas upon demand
as aforesaid, the Board of Trade may in their discretion make an
order relieving the gas.undertakers from such obligation, within
such specified part of such area, either wholly or in part, and upon
such terms and conditions as they may think proper; and from and
after the date of such order such gas undertakers shall be so
relieved accordingly. All expenses of the Board of Trade in
connexion with any such inquiry or order shall be borne and paid
by the gas undertakers upon whose application the inquiry or order
was made.

30. Not later than the first day of July in each year the Board
of Trade shall lay before both Houses of Parliament a report
respecting the applications to and proceedings of the Board of
Trade under this Act during the year then last past.

31. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the ex-
pressions ‘‘local authority” and “local rate” mean, as respects
each district set forth in the first column of the schedule to this
Act annexed, the authority and rate mentioned opposite to that
district in the second and third columns of that schedule; and such
schedule, and the notes appended thereto, shall be of the same
validitv as if enacted in the body of the Act.

82. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
The expression  electricity ”’ means electricity, electric current,
or any like agency :

14
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The expression * electric line”’ means a wire or wires, conductor,
or other means used for the purpose of conveying, trans-
mitting, or distributing electricity with any casing, coating,
covering, tube, pipe, or insulator enclosing, surrounding, or
supporting the same, or any part thereof, or any apparatus
connected therewith for the purpose of conveying, transmitting,
or distributing electricity or electric currents :

The expression “works” means and includes electric lines,
also any buildings, machinery, engines, works, matters, or
things of whatever description required to supply electricity
and to carry into effect the object of the undertakers under
this Act :

The expression ‘“ company ” means any body of persons corporate
or unincorporate :

The expression “ Lands Clauses Acts’’ means the Lands Clauses
Cousolidations Acts, 1845, 1860, and 1869 :

The expression “street” includes any square, court, or alley,

highway, lane, road, thoroughfare, or public passage, or place,

within the area in which the undertakers are authorised to
supply electricity by this Act or any license, order, or special
Act:

The expression “telegram” has the same meaning as in the
Telegraph Act, 1869.

33. Nothing in this Act shall limit or interfere with the rights
of any owner, lessee, or occupier of any mines or minerals lying
under or adjacent to any road along or across which any electric
line shall be laid to work such mines and minerals.

34. Nothing in this Act shall exempt the undertakers or their
undertaking from the provisions of any general Act relating to
the supply of electricity which may be passed in this or any future
session of Parliament.

35. Nothing in this Act or in any license, order, or special Act,
shall affect the exclusive privileges conferred upon the Postmaster-
General by the Telegraph Act, 1869, or authorise or enable any
local authority, company, or person to transmit any telegram or to
perform any of the incidental services of receiving, collecting, or
delivering telegrams, or give to any local authority, company, or
person, any power, authority, or facility of any kind whatever in
connexion with the transmission of telegrams, or the performance
of any of the incidental services of receiving, collecting, or delivering
telegrams,

[Public.-56.] B 15
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A.D. 1882. As to Scotland.

Afpgibt‘a:i(m 36. This Act shall apply to Scotland with the following modifi-
0. ct to .

Scotland. cations : .

8 & 9 Viet. The expression “Lands Clauses Acts ” means the Lands Clauses
c. 19. Consolidation (Scotland) Acts, 1845 and 1860.

The expression “ simple larceny ”’ means theft.

The expression “felony ”’ means a high crime and offence.

The expression “ public purposes” means lighting any street or
any place belonging to or subject to the control of any public
authority, or any church or place of public worship, or any
hall 6r building belonging to or subject to the control of
any public authority, or any public theatre, but shall not
include any other purpose to which electricity may be applied.

The expression “local authority ” means as regards streets and
roads the authority having the control of the streets and roads.

As to Ireland.
Application 37, This Act shall apply to Ireland with the following modi-
of detto fications

Where the consent of the grand jury of any county to the
breaking up of any road is .required under this Act, such
consent may be signified by the county surveyor; and where
it is required under this Act that notice should be given by
the Board of Trade to the grand jury of any county, and an
opportunity afforded to such grand jury to state objections,
such notice may be given to, and such objections may be
stated by, the county surveyor on behalf of the grand jury:

41& 42Viet. The expression * Public Health Act, 1875,” means the Public
c. 52. Health (Ireland) Act, 1878.
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